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Please refer to Church document H&S_Doc_001 for all General Health & Safety requirements 

Specific Policy 
This Health & Safety (H&S) sub-policy controls location safety for all the areas at church. 

The area risk assessment is a process where areas of the church are assessed for hazards and/or dangerous objects.  
This ensures the church is generally safe for the congregation and visitors. 

The area risk assessments should take place at annually and is expected to take about 15 minutes to complete.  The 
assessment must be completed one year after the last area risk assessment. The kitchen and toilet are done every 6 
months.  It is expected that the PCC will demonstrate commitment by participation in the area risk assessments 
rotating around to different areas as best can be achieved. 

The area risk assessment should be redone should there be significant changes to the layout of areas. 

The areas that will be included are. 
1) The Tom Walters meeting room. 
2) The choir & the area behind the organ. 
3) The clergy & choir vestry. 
4) The north & south aisle & nave. 
5) The kitchen, toilet and corridor. 
6) The bell ringing platform. 
7) Boiler House. 

Reference Documents 
Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974 

The Management of Health & Safety at Work Regulations 1992 

Procedure 
The Church H&S Officer is responsible for organising and arranging the area risk assessments.  

To carry out an area risk assessment 
1) Print off form H&S_Doc_003F the Area Risk Assessment Form (Checklist). 
2) Go to the area of the church to be assessed. 
3) Systematically read down the list of questions and respond by answering the questions. 

If any points on the area risk assessments form are reported as a ‘no’, then, if they can’t be immediately & safety 
rectified, they will be reviewed by the Church H&S Officer.  Any rectification work will be proposed for authorisation 
by the PCC or standing committee.   Issues awaiting rectification works will be logged on the Church H&S management 
system. 

Forms 
Form 1:  Area risk Assessment Checklist 
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Diagrams 
Diagram 1:  Church Layout 
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Appendices 
Appendix 1:  Example Area Risk Assessment Checklist 

 
For internal use only.  While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, this policy does not account for future judicial or church interpretation, decisions or 
any English legal changes that may alter its basis between revisions.  All Saints’ Church, Walsoken does not accept any liability resulting from the use of these 
policies by others.  All decisions made based on these policies by others are at their own risk, and All Saints’ Church, Walsoken disclaims any liability for losses 
incurred.  


