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Please refer to Church document H&S_Doc_001 for all General Health & Safety requirements 

Specific Policy 
This Health & Safety (H&S) sub-policy controls the chemicals (substances) used at church 

All Saints’ Church will Control Substances that are Hazardous to Health (COSHH) by carrying out assessments to comply 
with the requirements. 

The only chemicals that are to be freely available* in the main church building are those purchased as “Domestic 
products” in supermarkets and are used only for church cleaning.  See appendix 1 for the assessment.  The use of all 
other chemicals must be justified or removed and disposed of responsibly.  Those chemical justified must be locked 
away. 
* “Freely available” means only. 

1) One bottle of washing up liquid. 
2) One bottle of kitchen cleaner. 
3) One bottle of toilet cleaner. 

All other chemicals need to be locked in the cleaning cupboard.  Strong bleach must not be freely available in church. 

Reference Documents 
The Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 

Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 

Procedure 
The following checklist will control the risks from chemicals (other than domestic products) present or used in any 
church buildings.  Any hazardous substances (chemicals) will have warning symbols on the label, see diagram 1.  An 
assessment must be made for any non-domestic chemical with a hazard symbol. 

Obtain information on all the hazardous substances from Safety Data Sheets (SDS) available from the manufacturer, 
supplier or on the internet.  

It if is reasonably practicable, the process using any hazardous chemical must be removed from church, or a safer 
chemical used. 

The assessments must be redone every 3 years or when a new chemical is used. 

STEP 1  
Identify the hazard.  List all the chemicals used or stored at Church that may be hazardous.  Assessments of “Domestic 
Products” will only be carried out once.  All those chemicals that are considered “non-domestic” will be subject to the 
following steps.    

STEP 2 
What harm can be done to people that may be affected is always the congregation and visitors (and contractors as 
visitors). 

STEP 3 
If prevention is not practicable you must adequately control exposure by a combination of the following, for example:  

1) Hiding all cleaning materials ‘out of sight’ 
2) Using as much general ventilation as possible.  
3) Minimising the chance of spills, leaks, and escapes of the chemical.  
4) Using PPE.  

STEP 4 
Those using the chemical must be notified about the risks they may face and the precautions to be taken.  
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Forms 
Form 1.  Chemical (COSHH) Risk Assessment Form. 
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Diagrams 
Diagram 1.  Hazard warning symbols 
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Appendices 
Appendix 1.  Example Chemical (COSHH) Risk Assessment 

 
 
For internal use only.  While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy, this policy does not account for future judicial or church interpretation, decisions or 
any English legal changes that may alter its basis between revisions.  All Saints’ Church, Walsoken does not accept any liability resulting from the use of these 
policies by others.  All decisions made based on these policies by others are at their own risk, and All Saints’ Church, Walsoken disclaims any liability for losses 
incurred.  


